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.Weald Clay which conies pretty high up the face of the escarp-
ment is sufficiently overlaid by a downwash of sand to form a
valuable soil to the foot of the hill. West of Sevenoaks,
however, the Greensand ceases to have much agricultural value,
and in the areas of its greatest development (the section from
Leith Hill nearly to Guildford and the region bounded by
Hascombe Hill, Crookesbury Common, Woolmer Forest, and
Hindhead), only the valleys are cultivated because there the
rain-wash and the streams have accumulated some little depth of
soil. The rest is open heath covered with heather and gorse or
woodland of Scotch fir, larch, and birch. These are Cobbett\s
"rascally heaths'5: Hindhead itself, most favoured of revsi-
dential districts, being described by him as " certainly the most
villainous spot that God ever made."
The highest part of the Greensand ridge is always near the
escarpment, from which the country gradually falls until the
Gault valley is reached, a narrow valley often closely hemmed
in by the sand hills on one side and the chalk escarpment on
the other, especially in the western, half of Surrey, where the
dip of the strata is high and the outcrop of the Gault in con-
sequence very narrow. This little valley formed by the soft Gault
Clay, the Homesdale, is one of the most beautiful features in the
scenery of the South of England. On the one hand the chalk
escarpment rises steeply, with its characteristic smooth curves
dotted with juniper and lined with yew, generally crowned at
the summit with a beech wood; on the other side are the
sand hills with their entirely different vegetation, in Surrey of
dark pine and heath, in Mid-Kent of chestnut and fruit planta-
tions, while the button, is occupied by rich soft grass-land
with luxuriant trees and by a shelf of fertile arable land at a
slightly higher level.
The Gault itself forms in the main a heavy black clay, not so
intractable as the Weald or London Clays, because in its upper
beds it contains carbonate of lime, yet on account of its situation
it is generally very wret and lies in the main in pasture. Only
in the extreme west of our district does it cover any considerable
area, and there it underlies Alice and Alder Holt Forest, per-
manent woodland, famous for the quality of its timber. In
West Sussex it is thus described by Arthur Young the second,
"At the northern extremity of these chalk hills, and usually
extending the same length as the Downs, is a slip of very rich
and stiff arable land, but of very inconsiderable breadth; it runs
for some distance into the vale before it meets the clay. The
soil of this narrow slip is an excessive!^ stiff calcareous loam on
a, clay bottom; it adheres so much to the share and is so difficult
to plough, that it is not an unusual sight to observe ten or a
dozen stout oxen, and sometimes more, at work upon it. It is a
soil that must rank among the finest in this or any country,
being pure clay and calcareous earth; to the eye it appears
whitish, from the mixture of chalk. Some of it that appears
of a blacker nature, is less mixed with that substance; it is
generally deep and under it is a pure clay."